Sermons on Mark - Brian Bill

Mark 1:1
The Message of Mark

Recently | shared a very interesting article that led to some great discussion during our staff team time called, “Is Your Church a
Cruise Ship or Aircraft Carrier?” You can find the post on the sermon extras tab on our website. Here are a few excerpts.

People who attend “cruise ship churches,” much like cruise ship passengers, often come to be entertained and
catered to by the staff. Very little is expected of these church attendees. In fact, they tend to rate the quality of
their experience — the music, the sermon and the way it made them feel — much like cruise ship passengers
rate their satisfaction with various aspects of their trip.

Cruise ship churches tend to be internally focused on the needs of their regularly attending members. The
main goal in these churches, as on a cruise ship, is to keep the “customer” happy and the complaints to a
minimum. Leaders in a cruise ship church focus on the existing members rather than pursuing those far from
God or encouraging others to do so. Very little of a church’s calendar, training or communication is spent on
activities to reach the lost or help those in need outside the church.

There are, however, churches that are more like aircraft carriers. These churches are designed to empower all
members to find their God-given purpose in life, to equip them and to send them on missions into the world to
reach and serve those who don’t know Jesus, much like the crew of an aircraft carrier is all about launching
military planes and equipping them well to carry out successful missions.

Did you know an aircraft carrier is the same size as many cruise ships, housing thousands of people? But what
distinguishes an aircraft carrier ship isn't its size; it's the efficiency on the flight deck. The crew of an aircraft
carrier can launch a plane every 25 seconds—all in a fraction of the space of a typical landing strip. The
mission pervades every aspect of the ship. From the pilot to the person who restocks the ship’s vending
machines, everyone on a carrier knows his or her particular role and how it supports the mission—to equip,
prepare, launch and receive aircraft back from their crucial assignments.

An “aircraft carrier church” has a clear mission that stems from the Great Commandment and the Great
Commission. Everyone in the church knows why their church exists and plays a role in the mission.

| am so glad that Edgewood is an “aircraft carrier church”! Instead of meandering, you are living on mission! Instead of just living for
pleasure you are focused on your God-given purpose. Instead of just cruising through life, you are committed to the Great
Commandment and the Great Commission.

| believe Edgewood is the most generous church in the world. You tell your friends about Jesus and invite them to gather with us.
You care about what the Bible says and strive to live by it, even when it is countercultural. Many of you are planning to participate in
the Walk for Life this Saturday and others of you have already supported it financially. I'm hoping that we have a great turnout from
Edgewood.

Just this past week, the Celebrate Recovery band played in the Labor Day parade, AWANA kicked off with a carnival on Wednesday
and Second Winders and Entrusted with a Child’s Heart started again on Thursday.

It's a privilege to serve on the flight deck with the people of the U.S.S. Edgewood as we live on mission by gathering, growing, giving
and going with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ to the glory of God!

BTW, let me be clear that I'm not saying that going on a cruise is a bad thing. I've heard that they’re a blast...| just don’t want our
church to become one.

We’re beginning a brand new series this weekend called, “The Gospel of Mark: Servant and Savior.” While I've preached many
sermons from the gospels, I've never preached verse-by-verse through one of them. It's going to take us some time but we’ll also be
taking some breaks as well. Lord willing, we’ll finish chapter two at the end of November. In December we’ll camp in a series that will



get us ready for Christmas and then we’ll pick back up withMark 3 in January.

Let’s kick it off with the very first verse and then we’ll look at some of the unique elements of Mark. Grab your Bibles and turn
to Mark 1:1: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”

It's interesting that Mark starts with the launch of Jesus’ formal ministry, unlike Matthew and Luke who begin with the birth narratives.
The word “beginning” can refer to the cause, or head of something. Jesus is before all things as John 1:1 says: “In the beginning
was the word...” Beginning can also refer to the start of something, like a road. At a deeper level, Mark is telling us that He is about
to begin something brand new, much like Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning...”

“Gospel” literally means the good news that God has provided salvation for everyone through the life, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ. The use of this word would have surprised his readers in at least two ways.

» For those with a Jewish background or an understanding of the Old Testament, they would have been
stunned because they would have thought of a verse like Isaiah 52:7 where we read of the coming of God to a
people who have been in exile: “How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation, who says to Zion, ‘Your
God reigns.”

* For those from a Roman background they would associate “gospel” with some significant event that would
change world history, like the birth of an heir to the Emperor. One historical inscription reads like this: “The
birthday of Augustus was the beginning for the world of the ‘good news’ that come to men through him.”

Not only was “gospel” a powerful word, it also came to be known as a literary genre. This chart [put up on screen] helps us see the
different types of literature that make up the different sections of the Bible — In the Old Testament we encounter Law, History, Poetry,
the Major Prophets and the Minor Prophets. The New Testament contains the Gospels, Church History, Letters and Prophecy.

We commonly say that there are four gospels but really, there is only one gospel of, and about, Jesus Christ, the Son of God. It's
better to say that we have four accounts of the good news. In that sense, it's not really Mark’s gospel, it's the good news of great joy
about Jesus Christ. One paraphrase of verse 1 puts it like this: “The beginning of the preaching of the joyful tidings.”

Mark wastes little time by getting to the identity of his subject, using three names and titles.

* His Person - “Jesus” is his given name, which in Hebrew is Yeshua, which means “Yahweh is salvation.” The
angel of the Lord told Joseph in Matthew 1:21: “...you shall call his name Jesus, for He will save His people
from their sins.” His name is descriptive of His mission.

* His Position - “Christ” is the Greek title for Messiah, which means Anointed One. The question of Jesus’
identity is the hinge point of the book. Turn to Mark 8:29: “And he asked them, ‘But who do you say that | am?’
Peter answered him, ‘You are the Christ.” Everything written before this confession of Christ focuses on Jesus
as Servant and the verses that follow set the scene for his work as Savior. It’s really the hinge of the book and

the hinge of our lives. Peter confessed Jesus as Christ. Have you done that?

* His Power - “The Son of God.” This bold title conveys full divine status. Look at 1:11: “And a voice came from
heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” 3:11 tells us that when demons saw Him, “...
they fell down before Him and cried out, ‘You are the Son of God.” We also see this in the Centurion soldier’s
confession in Mark 15:39. If Peter’s confession is the hinge point of the book, this military man’s declaration is
the high point: “And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he
said, ‘Truly this man was the Son of God!”

The Person of Mark

There has never been any serious question regarding the human author of this gospel. His official name was John Mark. John was
his Hebrew name, which means “grace of God” and Marcus was his Roman name, which means, “the hammer.” We could call him
the Holy Hammer.

His mother’s name was Mary and she owned a large home in Jerusalem. We don’t know anything about his father. Perhaps Mark’s
mom was a single parent. BTW, Chris James is leading our “Single and Parenting” class that meets on Wednesday nights. A number
of you are parenting solo and could really use some support and encouragement. Check the bulletin for more details.



Peter who was like a father to Mark, led him to faith in Christ, and mentored him as a man. In 1 Peter 5:13, Peter calls Mark his
“son.” Although Mark was not one of the 12 disciples, he learned about the Lord through Peter. There are two highlights (or
lowlights) from Mark’s life that are worth mentioning.

1. He fled from Jesus.

On the night before Jesus was crucified, Mark 14:51-52 gives us an autobiographical comment: “And a young man followed him,
with nothing but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him, but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.” While Peter
ended up denying Jesus, Mark ditched Him.

2. He folded on Paul.

Years later, the Apostle Paul and his cousin Barnabas took Mark on a short-term missions trip. In Acts 13:5 he’s referred to as an
assistant or helper. When things got messy Mark folded and ended up going back home. This caused some conflict on the flight
deck between Paul and Barnabas. Barnabas gave him a second chance but Paul was not willing to do so. Later on, however, Paul
chilled out and saw that God loves to redeem and restore those who fold on Him. Check out this amazing statement from Paul in 2
Timothy 4:11: “Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is very useful to me for ministry.”

Mark fled and he folded but because of God’s faithfulness, he got back up and followed Christ. | find it interesting that Mark bailed
and Peter failed and yet both got back on mission. Aren’t you glad that our past failures don’t disqualify us from following Christ?

We’ve looked at the person of Mark. Now let’s consider the purpose of Mark’s account.

The Purpose of Mark

Do you ever feel angry when you consider what’'s happening in our culture? Do you get afraid when you see Christianity becoming
increasingly marginalized in our secular society? Something very similar but far worse was happening to first century Christ-
followers. After Rome suffered a huge fire that was likely set deliberately by the emperor Nero, Christians took the blame for the
flames. Persecution was unleashed and things became very precarious for believers.

It was into this setting that Mark wrote. He’s encouraging a minority group of people to live on mission just like our Master did, no
matter how difficult it becomes. They needed to be reminded that even if the world seemed like it was falling apart, God would work
through their witness. Likewise, we are called to live holy lives in an increasingly hostile environment. When we suffer we must
remember that our Savior suffered. And when we get angry and afraid we must keep serving those around us.

Fellow shipmates, as our society continues to slide toward Sodom, following Christ will become increasingly costly, but totally worth
it.

The Gospel of Mark can be read in about 90 minutes and contains poignant and declarative statements that will help each of us get
recalibrated in order to live on mission.

Mark is not only the shortest and earliest gospel, it also has some very unique features that we’ll uncover together. Mark’s gospel is
an ideal introduction to the Christian faith. When getting the gospel into other languages, Wycliffe Bible translators often start with
Mark because of its brevity and its clear message. BTW, if you're a newer believer, Mark is a great book to read. Let’s look now at
some of the peculiar things about this gospel.

The Peculiarity of Mark
1. Mark focuses more on the works of Jesus and less on His words.

Mark records nineteen miracles, but only four parables. Interestingly, each of these parables has serving as its key theme.

2. The language Mark uses is emotive and often abrupt.

We read in 8:12 that Jesus “sighed deeply” and that He was “moved with compassion” in Mark 6:34. He “marveled at their unbelief”’
in Mark 6:6 and in Mark 3:5 He looked “around in anger.” At the same time, when He saw the rich young ruler in Mark 10:21 we read:
“And Jesus, looking at him, loved him...”



We also see that people had strong reactions to Jesus. | count over 15 individuals who decided to follow Christ when coming face-
to-face with Him. People were never passive about Jesus or bored with Him. There’s no way to just ignore Him. He either made
people angry or astonished or amazed or in awe. People fought against Him or they put their faith in Him. The same is true today.
You will reject Him or you will receive Him. There’s no middle ground. Check out these 12 reactions that people had to Jesus and
see if you can remain neutral.

. And they were all amazed, so that they questioned among themselves (Mark 1:27)
. And they were filled with great fear (Mark 4:41)

. He ran and fell down before Him (Mark 5:6)

. And they were overcome with amazement (Mark 5:42-43)

. And many who heard Him were astonished (Mark 6:2)

. And they took offense at Him (Mark 6:3)

. For they all saw Him and were terrified...and they were utterly astounded (Mark 6:50-51)
. The people ran about the whole region (Mark 6:54-55)

9. And they were astonished beyond measure (Mark 7:37)

10. And they were amazed...and afraid (Mark 10:32)

11. For they feared Him because, because all the crowd was astonished (Mark 11:18)
12. And they marveled at Him (Mark 12:17)
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So here are some questions for you. What's your response to Jesus? Have you made the decision to follow Him? What's your
reaction to what He has done for you?

3. Jesus acts quickly to meet needs.

We see this in the use of the word “immediately” or “straightway.” Used 42 times, this conveys a sense of vividness and excitement!
Let’s just look at a few examples from chapter one (Mark 1:10, 12, 18, 20, 21, 23). The Gospel of Luke, which is much longer, only
uses “immediately” seven times. We also see that 2/3 of the verses begin with “and” to communicate the speed at which the Savior
ministered (notice Mark 1:29, 35, 40, 2:1). Mark has been called “a moving picture of the ministry of Jesus.” Don’t you love that
Jesus is all about forward motion?

This week | talked to Jerry Patterson, who retired from the Navy. He helped me understand that aircraft carriers are all about
“forward deployment” and “presence.” He described their purpose to defend and to go forward and also be ready to help during
catastrophes. We see clearly in Mark that Jesus was all about “forward deployment.” How about you? Are you on mission to respond
immediately to needs or is there some “mission drift” going on in your life?

4. Mark uses the historical present tense over 150 times.

In the original, instead of writing, “Jesus came” Mark wrote, “Jesus comes.” Mark’s all about, “Jesus says,” not “Jesus said” and
“Jesus heals” instead of “Jesus healed.” Jesus did all those things in the past but He’s still doing them in the present! He saved then
and He still saves now! Tim Keller writes: “Jesus is not merely a historical figure, but a living reality, who addresses us today.”

5. Mark holds up the cost of discipleship even though the disciples fall short.

In Mark 8:34 we read, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.” Jesus continually
calls his followers to complete commitment and when they cave, He comes alongside and urges them to get back on mission.
Sometimes the disciples question and complain like in Mark 4:38: “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” We have met
the disciples, and they are us, right?

Here’s the deal. We will never water down the message. Jesus is calling us to take up our cross, which means to go as condemned
criminals to our death. Randy Alcorn writes,

“Following Christ means taking up your cross daily, which means little sacrifices made repeatedly.”
But aren’t you glad that Jesus gives us grace and mercy when we fall down? If God can use a denier like Peter and a deserter like
Mark, He can use flawed disciples like you...and like me.

6. Mark is a missionary book.

Mark omits language that someone living in Rome would not understand. He explains Aramaic words and Jewish customs (see 7:3-
4). The bottom line is that Mark is all about making the gospel message accessible to those considered “outsiders.” We must do the



same because it's so easy for us to just focus on us insiders. We must remember that the church is the only organization in the
world that exists for the benefit of its non-members!

Churches tend to count their seating capacity. | think a better metric is to count our sending capacity. Mark’s account opens with,
“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God” and closes in Mark 16:15 with, “Go into all the world and proclaim the
gospel to the whole creation.”

7. Mark’s emphasis is on the last week of Jesus’ life.

The events surrounding the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ make up 40% of Mark’s manuscript. Someone has
described Mark’s gospel as “a passion-narrative with an extended introduction.” Jesus was born in order to die. His death was not a
tragic accident but part of God’s plan from the very beginning. Jesus is our Selfless Servant and He is our Suffering Savior.

Kent Hughes, in his commentary on Mark, tells about a world-renowned scholar of classic literature, Dr. E .V. Rieu. He is known for
a fantastic translation of Homer's Odyssey into modern English for Penguin Classics. An agnostic his entire life, Penguin publishers
approached him at the end of his career and asked him to translate the gospels. That raised some eyebrows because people
wondered how an agnostic classical scholar could translate Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. When Rieu’s son heard about it he had
a great reaction: “It will be interesting to see what father will make of the four Gospels,” then he paused, “It will be even more
interesting to see what the four Gospels make of father.” He didn’t have to wonder very long - when he translated them he came
face-to-face with Christ, and became a committed Christian. His story is a testimony to the transforming power of God’s Word.

Let’s go back to the metaphor of a church as an aircraft carrier. | also learned about life on a carrier from Erik Flaker who spent four
years on one and from Abby Steele, who also served in the Navy. They both mentioned the importance of teamwork and that
everyone must do their job. If a shipmate doesn’t open the right valve someone could die. If orders aren’t followed, planes could
crash. Everyone has a job to do and must do it faithfully if the mission is to be accomplished. No one is just along for the ride or to
see the sights. The key is for every member of the crew to always be ready and to maintain “high up tempo.”

Mark’s gospel will equip us to live on mission. Let’s break out of our patterns of self-absorption and self-centered living and serve like
never before so people will be drawn to the Savior.

Communion Calibration - The night before Jesus died, He gathered His shipmates for a meal and for some final mission calibration.
It's likely that the Last Supper was held in the home of Mark’'s mom. Jesus dined with His disciples before he deployed them. It's
interesting that he chose community right before he died. One again he demonstrated that He is a servant by serving His team
during their last meal together and then He died as their Savior, urging them to live on mission by completing His mission. The word
“commission” comes from the world of shipbuilding. A commissioned ship is one deemed ready for service. When a ship is ready to
sail it is “placed into active service and sent on mission.” Jesus desires for us to commune with Him right now so that we can be
calibrated and commissioned to live on mission for Him. It's not about our comfort but all about our commitment to Christ. Let's use
this time to get off the cruise ship and jump aboard the carrier under the command of our captain, Jesus Christ the Son of God.

Transition Prayer for Communion (deacons come down) - | draw our attention to Mark’s account of this meal in 14:22-24: “And as
they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and said, ‘Take; this is my body.” And he took a
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, and they all drank of it. And he said to them, ‘This is my blood of the

covenant, which is poured out for many.” Communion Closing Song: “Jesus Paid it All”

Mark 1:2-11
| Am Second

Prayer Transition: “Bless the Lord O my soul, worship His holy name”

Last week we camped in the very first verse of Mark’s manuscript and established the importance of being gospel-centric and
mission-focused. We asked ourselves this question, “Are we more like a cruise ship or an aircraft carrier?” During the message |
referred to our church as the U.S.S. Edgewood. That’s all Jim Sheese needed to hear as his photo-shop sense took over (actually,
his wife Angela first alerted him to this idea). Here’s his latest creation [show pic of the crew of the U.S.S. Edgewood].

Our focus today is not on the Edgewood crew but on two individuals, John and Jesus. They were cousins and both had great birth
stories, but they were certainly not equal. John MacArthur imagines the conversation that may have taken place when the moms got



together. Mary says to Elizabeth, “How’s your boy? Elizabeth might respond, “Odd, really odd. You know, he’s lived his whole life
apart from us, he lives out in the desert. How’s your boy?” To which Mary likely said, “You know, he’s perfect.” That’s kind of a
conversation stopper.

John was all about being second to the Savior and loved to point others to put their faith in Jesus Christ, the perfect Son of God.
John the Baptist
We’'ll look first at John the Baptist (he’s the first Baptist, just kidding) in Mark 1:2-8 and then we’ll look at Jesus in Mark 1:9-11.

Lets read Mark 1:2-8 together: “As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, ‘Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will
prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, John appeared,
baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of Judea and all
Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, ‘After me comes
he who is mightier than |, the strap of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie. | have baptized you with water, but
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

Becca and Megan, our youngest daughters, have heard me preach a lot of sermons over the years. | recently learned that they try to
guess what my alliterated outline is going to be when the message starts. When we have lunch afterwards they often tease me
about it. This week | made sure to show Becca three words that begin with the same letter that come right out of our text for today...I
didn’t have to get creative on my own.

| underlined these words right from the passage...

+ John the Preparer (Mark 1:2-3)
« John the Proclaimer (Mark 1:4-5)
« John the Preacher (Mark 1:6-8)

1. John the Preparer.

John’s first job was to prepare the way for Jesus. Mark tells us in Mark 1:2 that Isaiah predicted exactly what John would do. The
phrase, “It is written” is in the present tense, indicating a continuous result. What follows is a composite quotation from Malachi
3:1 and Isaiah 40:3: “Behold, | send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the
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wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.

John is God’s messenger, sent to come “before your face,” which literally means “presence, in front of your eyes.” Even though John
ministered in the wilderness, he was highly visible to many people. His message was also very audible. We could translate it like
this: “Lo! A voice exclaiming...”

Twice we read that he came to “prepare the way of the Lord.” In ancient times when a king would travel somewhere, his advance
team would go on ahead to make sure the roads were passable. Preparing the way meant to level out the roads and to reduce twists
and turns. They functioned much like civil engineers, fixing highways and even constructing bridges so the king would have no
delays when he came to town.

The other day | was out on a long run. As | was gasping for breath | noticed an older woman ahead of me looking at the ground.
When | got closer | saw her bend down and pick up a nail from the road. She was keeping the road clear and removing something
that could cause a flat tire. While | was oblivious she was keeping the way clean and clear. John the Baptist was like that. He didn’t
want anyone to have a blowout and have to pull over. He didn’t want anything in the way of the One who is the way, the truth and
the life.

The forerunner would also announce to the people that the king was coming so they better get ready to meet him. The word
“wilderness” refers to the rolling badlands that made up a desolate area of barren chalky soil covered with pebbles, broken stones
and rocks. What a metaphor for the barren hearts of people, like you and like me. John’s job was to prepare hard-hearted people for
Jesus the King.

2. John the Proclaimer.

John prepared and he also proclaimed in Mark 1:4: “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of



repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” The word “baptizing” refers to immersion. The idea is to go totally under the water, not
holding anything back. At that time Jewish people would use water for purification and even had baths called mikvehs but baptism
was reserved for Gentiles who converted to Judaism.

It's interesting that these Israelites had to go out into the wilderness to be baptized. No doubt they would have been reminded of
their history when their ancestors wandered in the wilderness for 40 years due to their disobedience.

There were two primary points to John’s proclamation:

* Repentance from sin. The word repentance means, “a change of mind that results in a change of action.” To repent means to be
going in one direction and then turning around and going in a new direction. We must always proclaim repentance in our gospel
presentations. Too often we present Jesus as an “app” or an “add-on” to our lives and as a result we have more fans than true
followers. We need more emphasis on repentance today because too many pastors are proclaiming a watered-down Christianity
with no demands and no discipleship.

We need preachers who will tell the truth about sin and righteousness and judgment so that people will repent, experience remission
of sins, and be ready for the return of Christ. We must be on guard because 2 Timothy 4:3-4 says: “For the time is coming when
people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.”

* Remission of sin. The word “forgiveness” means to be released, to have your sins remitted as if they had never happened. Acts
3:19 puts repentance and remission together: “Repent therefore, and turn back, that your sins may be blotted out.”

| had a brief gospel conversation with an older man at McDonald’s this week. He had just finished his coffee and I told him that | get
a senior discount now. He told me | looked young (I'll take that). And then he leaned in and said, “I'll tell you what. The older you get
you'll see that you have to pay for the sins of your youth.” | smiled and said, “That's why Christ came so we don’t have to pay for
them.” He quickly changed the subject but | was grateful for the opportunity to have a conversation about Christ and was reminded
that | always need to be ready to take advantage of every opening.

Let me be clear that people were not baptized to have their sins forgiven. They were baptized because they had repented and
received remission of sin. Baptism is an incredible picture of a person dying to the life of sin and rising again to a new life. Baptism
always follows belief in the New Testament. If you’'ve been delivered through the new birth, it's time for you to be dunked. This
weekend two seven-year-olds and one man in his 70s took the plunge. If you're saved, it’s time for you to get immersed. Baptism is
a step of obedience and a public declaration that you belong to Jesus Christ. The main idea is one of identification.

If you'd like to learn more about baptism, | encourage you to pick up a copy of the Taking the Plunge booklet. In it, | looked up every
passage where baptism is mentioned and then drew some conclusions.

Mark 1:5 tells us that John was baptizing multitudes of people: “And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him
and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan.” The word “all” refers to a totality of people living in Judea and Jerusalem —
that's a lot of people! The phrase, “were going out to him,” means there was a continuous steady stream. Can you imagine walking
20 miles, the distance from Jerusalem to the Jordan, to be baptized?

The Jordan River was not a mighty river like the Mississippi or even the Rock. It was more like Duck Creek or the Green River. The
Jordan is only 10 feet at its deepest and 100 feet across at it's widest. When Beth and | were in Israel we were frankly
underwhelmed by the Jordan because we were expecting it to be much bigger. We know from John 3:23 that John did his baptizing
“at Aenon near Salim, because water was plentiful there.” This is more evidence arguing for immersion because John wanted to find
a place where he could totally submerge those being baptized.

The Jordan had spiritual significance to people. It was associated with deliverance because Joshua led the people across it as they
headed to Wisconsin (the land of promise). People went from the Wilderness, which was associated with death and through the
Jordan, which represented deliverance. One commentator estimates that as many as 300,000 people were baptized by John and his
disciples over the course of many months. This is amazing because John treated the Jews like they were Gentiles, confronting them
with their sins so that they would repent and experience remission. Look at the last phrase in Mark 1:5. They came: “confessing their
sins.”

3. John the Preacher.



John prepared people, he proclaimed repentance and remission, and he was also a preacher. Let's look at his manner and his
message.

* His manner. John was unusual in the way he looked and in what he ate. Notice his garb in verse 6: “Now John came with camel’s
hair and wore a leather belt around his waist...” His clothing was as rough as his message. In the tradition of prophets like Elijah,
John stepped out of the wilderness looking a bit like a wild man. We know from Luke 1:15 that he was a Nazarite, meaning that his
hair and beard had never been trimmed (he probably looked like one of the guys from Duck Dynasty). Camel’s hair was rough and
his leather belt held it all together (BTW, Pastor Andy will be preaching about the Belt of Righteousness as part of the Armor of God
on Sunday night).

His garb was certainly not fashionable and for his grub, he “ate locusts and wild honey.” This is exactly what someone dwelling in the
desert would eat. Bees made hives in the rocks and according to Leviticus 11:21, locusts were on God’s approved menu. If you're
looking for a new diet, | commend it to you because locusts provide protein and honey has the carbs that we need. | can already see
a new breakfast cereal called, “Honey-nut Grasshoppers — The breakfast of prophets.”

- His message. Verse 7 summarizes his sermon: “And he preached, saying, ‘After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of
whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop down and untie.” John called people to repentance but the heart of his message was Jesus.
Compared to Christ, he knew he was nothing.

In that culture the taking off of sandals was a job for the lowest slave. Hebrew slaves weren’t allowed to do it. Roads were covered
in dust and dirt and often flowed with raw sewage, thus making feet filthy. John is saying that he is lower than the lowest servant, not
worthy to do even what they do. In essence, he’s saying, “I am nothing; but He is everything.” Listen. You will never see the
worthiness of Jesus unless you first see your unworthiness. You won’t be saved until you first settle the fact that you are a sinner.

This is pretty incredible because Jesus thought highly of John, saying in Luke 7:28: “I tell you, among those born of women none is
greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.” Actually, John didn’t think of himself as
second; he thought of himself as the littlest, the least and the last...and that's what made him great.

Mark 1:8 shows us that John understood that Christ was number one: “I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.” John was using water to signify life change; Jesus brings life change through the Holy Spirit. Going under water
signified cleansing but people can only have their sins washed through the blood of Jesus. Water might clean the outside but only
the Holy Spirit can cleanse us on the inside.

The Baptism of Jesus

Notice that Jesus comes on the scene with no fanfare or huge announcement. He simply shows up at the Jordan River to be
baptized by John. This is his first appearance since he was seen in the Temple at the age of twelve. Look at verse 9: “In those days
Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan.” One commentator suggests that Jesus walked about
60 miles for His baptism.

Have you ever wondered why Jesus was baptized? He certainly didn't need to repent or confess His sins, did He? In fact,
in Matthew 3:14, John tried to prevent Jesus from being baptized: “| need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” Jesus
gives us the answer in verse 15:

“Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Jesus was baptized to identify with us. God the Father put our
sins on Him and His righteousness was put on us according to 2 Corinthians 5:21. Jesus did absolutely everything that the Father
required. Hebrews 2:17 says, “Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful
and faithful high priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”

His baptism also shows His willingness to accept the mission given by His father. The Unger’s Bible Dictionary points out that the
Levitical law required all priests to be consecrated when they were around 30 years of age (Numbers 4:3) through a twofold process
of washing and then anointing (Exodus 29:4-7). When Jesus was “washed,” or baptized in the Jordan, the heavens were opened and
He was anointed with the Holy Spirit. We see this in Mark 1:10: “And when he came up out of the water [this is another indication of
immersion], immediately he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove.”

The Greek word which describes the heavens “being torn open” means, “to set asunder, divide, rend, split.” It is used only one other
time in Mark 15:38 to describe the thick curtain in the temple being torn from top to bottom when Christ died. This curtain kept people
from getting close, dividing the holy place from the most holy place. Amazingly, the way is now open for us to come right into the



presence of God!

Get ready for a spiritual goose bump moment because Isaiah 64:1 contains the cry repeated over the centuries as people longed for
God to come down: “Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down!” Psalm 144:5 says something similar: “Bow your
heavens, O LORD, and come down!” Aren’t you glad that Christ has come down?

And now, after 400 years of silence from above (broken first about 30 years earlier when an angel appeared to Zechariah, John’s
father), the heavens are ripped open after Jesus is baptized, and the Spirit “descends on him like a dove.” In the writings of Judaism,
the Holy Spirit is compared to a dove in the Targums, which is a translation of the Hebrew Scriptures that the Jews of Jesus’ time
read. Tim Keller points out that Genesis 1:2 says the Spirit “hovered” over the face of the waters. The verb means, “to flutter.” The
rabbis translated it this way: “...the Spirit of God fluttered above the face of the waters like a dove...” Seeing the dove descend
would have certainly gotten their attention because God was about to initiate a new creation!

When the heavens rip open you might expect something cataclysmic was about to happen but rather the Holy Spirit comes down like
a dove. Doves are gentle birds that descend delicately and rest in their place. A dove has no talons and is loyal to its mate. Doves
also mourn when death comes and feel the distress of the hurting.

When the Holy Spirit comes down we see another fulfillment of Scripture, this time from Isaiah 42:1: “Behold my servant, whom |
uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; | have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.”

BTW, we are prone as Baptists to not talk much about the Holy Spirit. That’s to our shame because He is fully God and active today.
If you want to grow in this regard one of the most helpful books I've read is The Forgotten God: Reversing our Tragic Neglect of the
Holy Spirit by Francis Chan. Here’s an excerpt: “God put His Spirit in us so we could be known for our power. Sadly, most believers
and churches are known for talent and intellect rather than supernatural power. What's worse is that we’re okay with it.”

Have you noticed that all three members of the Trinity are present at the baptism of Jesus? We serve one God, eternally existent in
three persons. The Son physically comes up out of the water. The Holy Spirit descends visibly and the Father speaks audibly in
verse 11: “And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.” When God speaks it's all about
His Son. He’s not angry or upset but instead is delighted. The Father is actually quoting Isaiah 42:1: “My chosen, in whom my soul
delights.”

Application
How do we apply this amazing passage to our lives? Let me offer four ways.

1. Repent and receive remission of your sins. Heaven is open to you! The way has been made straight and clear. It’s time to
repent and have your sins forgiven.

2. If you’re a born again believer your next step is baptism Did you hear about the Georgia high school coach who is in hot
water after organizing a baptism service on the football field? 18 players were baptized in a big tub before practice! He explained
that a couple football players had gotten saved and then led others to Christ. They then asked him if they could get baptized and he
agreed. Baptism is a step of obedience. Don't put it off any longer.

3. Consciously and continually tell yourself that you are second. The title of this sermon is “I Am Second.” John settled this
because he was in submission to the Savior. Are you like John in this regard? Or are you more like another guy named
Diotrephes? 3 John 9: “...Diotrophes, who likes to put himself first...” Listen. Either Jesus is first, or you are. It can’t be both of you.

4. Think of one person you will talk to this week in order to prepare the way for them to meet Jesus.See your conversations
as ways to remove obstacles and to clear the path for people to see Jesus. Our purpose is to point people to Christ. See yourself as
a messenger before Christ comes to them. You are part of the advance team. Who is that one person you will talk to this week?

| had lunch this week with Dennis Harker, the founder of the Quad Cities Missing Person Network to put together plans for our
second annual memorial service to be held on Tuesday, September 29th at Lincoln Park in Rock Island at 8:30 p.m. We were talking
about how to advertise the service when Dennis said something that really struck me: “This is not for our self-glorification but to
spread the word so that more missing people can be found.” | love his humble approach and servant-like attitude.

A couple weeks ago a young woman went missing from Moline. We got a tip that she might be in Wisconsin so | sent Facebook
messages to my family members who live in Packerland and asked them to spread the word. Others did the same. A couple days
later a woman saw the information on Facebook and printed off the information because the picture reminded her of someone she
saw at her next-door neighbor’s house. She took the picture over and sure enough, the young woman was there. She was told that
her family was looking for her and she ended up being reunited with them.



Team, there are lost people everywhere. Dennis also told me that there are now 15 certified members of the Search and Rescue
team in the Quad Cities. He told me that for their training they had to search some woods and find items that had been hidden there.
For those who are not trained only about 25% of the items are recovered. But for those trained, over 80% are found. The key is lay
the search field out in a grid and have searchers move very slowly. When they get to a certain distance they make a 360-degree
turn, looking up, looking around, and also looking down. With that kind of attention they’re able to find what is lost.

That got me thinking about how each of us live in a grid in the QCA. As we move slowly, turning around to look up, look around and
look down, we will see the lost around us and be able to be used by God to find them. As we stay humble and care only that Christ
gets the credit, we will see the lost found.

Invitation: “Here | am To Worship”

We’re closing with a song called, “Here | am to Worship” on purpose because as we leave we must make the decision to worship.
Worship doesn’t end now...its just beginning.

And here | am to worship,
Here | am to bow down,
Here | am to say that you’re my God,

Mark 1:4-10
(et al Scriptures)
Taking the Plunge

Edgewood Baptist Church August 2013
Note: I'm grateful to Ray Pritchard, John MacArthur and John Piper for their insights on this topic.

The story is told of a pastor who had just starting serving a new congregation. For eight Sundays in a row he preached about
baptism. Finally, the chairman of the deacons approached him and said, “Preacher, we get the point about baptism and so I'd like to
pick your text for next Sunday’s sermon. Please preach on Genesis 1:1.” The deacon thought that there was no way the pastor could
preach on baptism from the very first verse in the Bible. The next Sunday, the pastor got up in the pulpit and read Genesis 1:1: “In
the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” He then added, “The earth is two-thirds water. Today’s subject is water
baptism.”

Of all the issues that divide Christians, none is more hotly debated than baptism. For centuries, godly men and women have come
down on different sides of this question. Entire denominations have sprung up as a result of disagreements over the mode,
meaning, and purpose of baptism. | came across a book title some time ago that sums up what is far too often the case: “Baptism:
The Water That Divides.”

The widespread response to such controversy and confusion has been predictable: many believers refuse to enter the discussion.
Clearly, the Bible does speak about baptism and those of us who accept its authority must search the Scriptures until we find
satisfactory answers. There is no virtue in ambiguity when the Bible speaks with clarity.

John MacArthur observes:

“We have a largely unbaptized church which includes some of you...it's amazing how many people who
proclaim Christ and confess Christ have never been baptized...there’s been a sort of indifference to this very,
very important matter...May | be so bold as to suggest that a failure to be obedient in the matter of baptism...is
at the root of some of the immense problems in people’s lives and in the church in general because it allows
the church to fill up with people who are unfaithful to the simplest commands of the Lord and of His Word and
that’s serious.”

Baptism in the Gospels
One of the best ways to study a biblical theme is by simply doing a Scriptural survey. Let’s begin by looking at Mark 1:4:
“John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.”

Ceremonial purification and washing with water was common among the Jews.



Drop down to Mark 1:7-8:

“There comes One after me who is mightier than I, whose sandal strap | am not worthy to stoop down and
loose. | indeed baptized you with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”

We see here that John the Baptist was calling people to repentance from the way they had been living. God used John to prepare
the people for the coming of Jesus, who would baptize believers with the Holy Spirit when they put their faith and trust in Him for
salvation.

In Mark 1:9, we discover that baptism is important because Jesus Himself was baptized:

“It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by John in the
Jordan.”

The Unger’s Bible Dictionary points out that the Levitical law required all priests to be consecrated when they were around 30 years
of age (Numbers 4:3) through a twofold process of washing and then anointing (Exodus 29:4-7). When Jesus was “washed,” or
baptized in the Jordan, the heavens were opened and He was anointed with the Holy Spirit.

We see this in Mark 1:10:

“And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit descending upon Him
like a dove.”

One commentator suggests that Jesus walked about 60 miles just so John could baptize Him in the Jordan River. We also learn that
the disciples were baptized and in John 4:2, they in turn baptized others. Guy Glass points out that

“Jesus identified with us and now Christ asks us to identify with Him.”
Let’s look now at Matthew 28:19-20 where we see that baptism is to be a distinctive mark of discipleship:

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that | have commanded you; and lo, | am with you
always, even to the end of the age. Amen.”

Simply put, we believe in baptism, and we practice it, because Christ commanded it.

Matthew records these words as explicit instructions of Jesus before He ascended to heaven. This passage is called the Great
Commission because it is the foundation for our evangelism and missionary outreach. If going is a part of the Great Commission
and if making disciples is a part of the Great Commission and if teaching is a part of the Great Commission, then so is baptizing.

| like what John Piper writes:

“Making disciples is the main verb...the defining participles are baptizing them’ and ‘teaching them.
So...making disciples of all nations includes baptizing them.”

Baptism and involvement in missions are clear commands of Jesus Christ. They go together, don’t they? We obey him when we
baptize and we disobey him when we don’t. Now, let's see how this command to be baptized is fleshed out in the Book of Acts.
There are ten accounts of active obedience to this ordinance in Acts alone.

Baptism in the Book of Acts

1. Acts 2:38, 41: “Then Peter said to them, ‘Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ...’ Then
those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.”

2. Acts 8:12-13: “But when they believed Philip as he preached the things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized. Then Simon himself also believed; and when he was baptized he
continued with Philip, and was amazed, seeing the miracles and signs which were done.”

3. Acts 8:36-38: Now as they went down the road, they came to some water. And the eunuch said, ‘See, here is water. What
hinders me from being baptized?’ Then Philip said, ‘If you believe with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, ‘I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” So he commanded the chariot to stand still. And both Philip and the eunuch went
down into the water, and he baptized him.”

4. Acts 9:18: “Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he received his sight at once; and he arose and
was baptized.”

5. Acts 10:47-48: “Then Peter answered, ‘Can anyone forbid water, that these should not be baptized who have received the
Holy Spirit just as we have?’ And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a



few days.”

6. Acts 16:14-15: Referring to the conversion of Lydia, we read, “...The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.
And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come to my house and stay.” So she persuaded us.”

7. Acts 16:31-33: “So they said, ‘Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed
their stripes. And immediately he and all his family were baptized.”

8. Acts 18:8: “Then Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his household. And many of the
Corinthians, hearing, believed and were baptized.”

9. Acts 19:4-5: “Then Paul said, ‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they should
believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus. When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus.”

10. Acts 22:16: “And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized...”

A Declaration of Dependence

One overriding truth as it relates to these verses is that baptism always takes place after belief. And, if the meaning of baptism could
be boiled down to one word, that word would be identification.

In his pamphlet called, “Water Baptism,” M.R. DeHaan puts it this way:

“In the early days of the church...baptism was a declaration that the believer was definitelyidentifying himself
with that group of people who were called Christians and were despised and hated. To be a Christian meant
something. To identify yourself with those who were called Christians meant persecution, maybe death; it
meant being ostracized from your family, shunned by friends. And the one act, which was the final declaration
of this identification, was BAPTISM. As long as a man gathered with Christians, he was tolerated, but when
once he submitted to baptism, he declared to all the world, | BELONG TO THIS DESPISED GROUP, and
immediately he was persecuted, hated, and despised. In baptism, therefore, the believer entered into the
fellowship of the sufferings of Christ. A person might be a believer and keep it strictly a secret and thus
avoid unpleasantness and suffering, but once he submitted to public baptism he had burned his bridges behind
him...” (Page 27) (Bolding added)

When you are baptized you’re declaring that you’ve burned your bridges to bondage As you stand in the water waiting to be
baptized, you symbolize Jesus dying on the cross. As you are lowered into the water, you're providing a visual demonstration that
Jesus was buried in the tomb. As you shoot out of the water, you're picturing Jesus rising from the dead.

Once again, Piper catches the significance well:

“Baptism gets its meaning and its importance from the death of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Who died in our
place and for our sins, and from His triumph over death in the resurrection that guarantees our new and
everlasting life.”

And since you personally are being baptized, you are also saying,

“l died with Jesus Christ, | was buried with Him and now | am raised with Christ to abrand-new life, and it’s
my intent to live my life under His leadership and for His glory from this point on.”

In essence, believer’s baptism is a funeral. It’s an act of faith in which we testify, both to God and to the watching world,
that the person we used to be is dead and buried, and that we’ve been raised to new life as 2 Corinthians 5:17 states:
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.”

Baptism lllustrated
Two illustrations will help us understand the concept of identification.

The first is the Pledge of Allegiance. When a person pledges allegiance to the flag, he or she is openly identifying with the United
States of America. Likewise, when a person is baptized, he or she is pledging allegiance to Jesus Christ by openly identifying with
Him.

The second illustration is the wedding ring. When a man (or woman) gets married, he (or she) almost always begins to wear a
wedding ring or a wedding band. The wedding ring does not make someone married because some people choose to not wear a
ring and yet they are still legally and truly married. But, if a person does not wear a wedding ring, you can generally assume that he



or she is not married. In a similar way, if a person in New Testament times was not baptized it was assumed that he or she was not
a believer. The ring represents the solemn commitment of a man and a woman to become husband and wife. It is a public testimony
to that commitment. A wedding ring identifies a wife with her husband and a husband with his wife.lt is a public symbol of a
private commitment. Just as the ring declares,

“I'm taken. | belong to another,”
In baptism the believer declares,

“I'm taken. I'm a believer and | belong to none other than the King of Kings and the Lord of Lords.”
Having said all that, baptism is much more than just a symbol of salvation.

Piper reminds us that there are two ways of symbolizing something. If we write the word “love” on a blackboard for a group of 2nd
graders and tell them that this word represents an unconditional commitment to an imperfect person, that's one kind of symbolism.
But when | took Beth out on a pier on a starry night in Wisconsin almost 30 years ago, and nervously stuttered and sputtered as |
asked her to marry me, giving her a diamond ring as a sign of my love, that was something much different than simply writing out the
letters L-O-V-E.

When | gave her the ring, | was expressing my love through a symbolic action. In a similar way,baptism is a sweet symbol
of our faith and it’s an expression of love and a commitment to live under the Lord’s leadership for the rest of our life.

Mode of Baptism

Throughout Christian history three primary modes of baptism have been followed: sprinkling, pouring and immersion. The Greek
work translated “baptize” is the verb baptizo. According to contemporary lexicons, the primary meaning is “to dip, plunge, or
immerse.” The secondary meaning is to “bring under the influence.” The root means “to totally overwhelm.” Interestingly, while there
were Greek words for sprinkling or pouring that were available to the authors of Scripture, they consistently chose the word baptizo,
or immersion, to describe the mode of baptism.

A brief survey of the how of baptism in the New Testament reveals the following fascinating facts:
Baptism requires water. John the Baptist said, “l indeed baptize you with water unto repentance...” (Matthew 3:11).

Baptism requires plenty of water. It’s interesting that John baptized at a certain spot in the Jordan River where it was not shallow.
Check out John 3:23: “Now John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there. And they came and
were baptized.” After the Ethiopian ruler came to faith in Christ, he stopped his chariot, and said, “See, here is water. What hinders
me from being baptized?” (Acts 8:36).

Baptism requires going down into the water. After the chariot stopped, the Bible says that Philip and the man “went down into the
water and Philip baptized him” (Acts 8:38).

Baptism requires coming up out of the water. This man went down into the water, and then came back up out of the water (Acts
8:39). Jesus did the same when He was baptized (Matthew 3:16).

Clearly, immersion is in view here. In addition, the figures of speech used by the Apostle Paul are consistent with immersion.
Baptism is called a “burial” in Romans 6:4 and Colossians 2:12.

Baptism is “into his death” and involves being “raised to walk in newness of life.” It is difficult to see how sprinkling or pouring
could convey these meanings.

So, what does all this mean? As far as we know, in the New Testament, water baptism was always by immersion and that's why we
practice baptism by immersion at Edgewood.

Questions About Infant Baptism

Of all the questions related to baptism, there’s one that raises a lot of confusion. Here it is: What About Infant Baptism? If it's OK for
babies to be baptized, then our entire understanding of baptism will reflect that fact. The same is true if only believers are to be
baptized. There really is no middle ground between these positions. Let me make two points.

First, faith is always the prerequisite for baptism.

Note again, the order of the Great Commission in Matthew 28:19-20: “Go...make disciples...baptize them.” It doesn’t say,
“Go...baptize...make disciples.” In the Bible, belief always precedes baptism. In fact, baptism has no meaning without faith in Christ



because it's the personal belief of the one being baptized that gives baptism its meaning. Without the ingredient of faith, baptism
becomes just another church ritual. Someone put it this way:

“Unless you have already come to faith in Jesus, being baptized does no more than get you wet.”

Second, there are no cases of infant baptism in the New Testament.
That comes as a surprise to many people, but it is absolutely true. In his book on Systematic Theology, Millard Erickson writes:

“The only people whom the New Testament specifically identifies by name as having been baptized were
adults at the time of their baptism” (“Christian Theology,” page 1097).

| would add that there is not a single case of baby baptism recorded anywhere in the Bible.
Let me briefly address three arguments that are made in favor of infant baptism.

1. It is sometimes suggested that when Christ blessed the little children and said, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven,”
(Matthew 19:14), He by inference sanctioned the principles upon which infant baptism rests.

When Christ blessed the little children, he invited them to come to Him, not to a baptismal service — in fact,
there’s no mention of water anywhere. There is no doubt that Jesus welcomes children. In fact, He honors and
loves children much more than we do, but there is a big difference between blessing and baptizing.

2. Some people believe that there must have been infants in the several cases of household baptisms in the book of Acts.

In the case of Lydia (Acts 16:13-15), we don’t know if she was even married. In the case of the Philippian jailer
(Acts 16:31-34), the text goes to great length to stress that all heard the word (Acts 16:32), all were baptized
(Acts 16:33), and all believed in God (Acts 16:34)- -factors which would seem to expressly rule out infants.

3. Others believe that infant baptism in the New Testament takes the place of circumcision in the Old Testament.

The Bible nowhere suggests that baptism replaced circumcision as the sign of the covenant. More importantly,
the Lord’s Supper, not baptism, is expressly stated to be the sign of the New Covenant Christ made with His
own blood in Luke 22:20.

The most tragic fact about infant baptism is that it leads many people to think they are Christians when in reality they are not.
Multitudes go through life supposing that a few drops of water sprinkled on them as a baby suffice to establish their relationship with
God. Sadly, some reject a personal relationship with Jesus Christ because they think their infant baptism paved the way to heaven.
I've heard some people say, “I'm good to go. I've been baptized.”

| can remember a Christian guy asking me if | was saved when | was in high school. | told him very bluntly: “Of course | am.” He said,
“How do you know?” To which | replied, “Because | was baptized as a baby.” | used to think that this was all it took. | had been led
astray, just like millions of other people who have false assurance of their salvation just because they were dabbed with some water
when they were a week or so old.

The most important issue is your relationship to Jesus Christ, not whether or not you were baptized as a baby. The fact remains that
the practice of infant baptism has actually led many people away from personal, life-changing faith in Jesus Christ.

Answers to Other Questions About Baptism
1. How important is baptism?

If you are not yet a believer, don’t get hung up on baptism. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ first, and then be baptized. If you're
already a believer, don’'t argue with someone who is not saved yet about baptism. Instead, do whatever you can to help them
become a Christian. Paul had this focus in 1 Corinthians 1:17: “For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to preach the gospel...”

2. When should baptism be performed?

As soon as possible after conversion. In fact, in the book of Acts, it often happened immediately after someone got saved. Baptism
was one of the first things a new believer took care of. There’s no reason to put it off. If you haven’t been baptized, then you need to
do it and the sooner the better. Remember, baptism is not a mark of spiritual maturity, but rather a statement of personal
identification with Jesus Christ. You don’t have to wait until your spiritual life is where you want it to be. It’s an obedience
issue, not a maturity issue.

Perhaps you’re wondering if it's too late to be baptized. Maybe you've been putting it off because it's too scary to even think about.
Maybe you haven’'t been convinced. Over the years I've had the privilege of baptizing individuals who were brand new Christians



and some who have been believers for most of their life. Please let us know if you're ready to take the plunge. We can make
arrangements to have you baptized at one of our weekend services.

3. If | was baptized as an infant do | need to be baptized again as a believer?

Yes. Remember the biblical order: belief first, baptism second. Baptism is an active part of discipleship and a response of obedience
to what God has said. The problem with infant baptism is that it reverses the natural order by putting baptism first, then (years later)
belief in Jesus Christ. For that reason, many people who were baptized as infants later decide to be baptized again as believers.
Since baptism is a public statement of your own personal faith in Jesus Christ, then it's important to make your statement as a
believer. Actually, you're not really being baptized again because, in my view, when you were sprinkled as a baby it wasn’t biblical
baptism. When you follow the Lord as a believer into the waters of baptism, it will be your first baptism.

4. How old should children be before they are baptized?

They should be old enough to make an intelligent profession of faith in Christ. Children raised in a Christian home may come to such
a profession much earlier than other children. Some young children will truly understand the gospel and the meaning of baptism;
others will need to wait a few years. In any case, Christian parents, in consultation with a deacon or pastor, should be the ones
making the final decision. As a general guideline, some children are ready to be baptized when they are 7 or 8 years old. Make sure
your child is old enough to not only understand but to remember it for the rest of their life.

5. How can | prepare my children for baptism?
There are several key things you can do that will make a difference with your children.

Take time to explain the gospel to them. As parents we are the primary teachers and shepherds of the flock that meets in our home.
Sit down and carefully explain the meaning and purpose of baptism and do whatever you can to mark this major step in your child’'s
life so that they never forget it. Make sure your children attend Sunday School, AWANA, Elevate and other ministries of the church
that evangelize and equip children and teenagers. These ministries are designed to partner with parents in the evangelizing and
discipling of children. Do not pressure them into making a decision, but help them to definitely trust Christ when they are ready.
Make sure they observe a baptism service. You might even want to make sure your kids are with you the next time we have a
baptism. Ask a pastor to explain to your children what baptism is all about. The week they are to be baptized, have a family talk
about the importance of what they’re about to do. Invite your child’s friends and relatives to be present for the baptism service. Make
it a festive celebration and an occasion to remember for years to come.

6. What actually happens at a baptismal service?

The service includes these elements: The pastor and the person to be baptized stand in the water facing the congregation. The
person to be baptized is asked to affirm his or her faith in Jesus Christ and desire to be baptized. The pastor will then say, “I baptize
you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit” and then you will be immersed. After coming up out of the water,
the congregation will burst into joyful celebration. The actual act of baptism (including the questions) may take only a few minutes.

7. Should | invite my friends and family to my baptism?

Absolutely! Nothing could be more appropriate. Remember, baptism is a public sign of what has happened on the inside. It is also a
visual re-enactment of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ. Your baptism is your opportunity to preach a sermon without
saying a single word. So, yes, by all means invite everyone you know to attend your baptism. Make it a festive, joyous occasion and
pray that God will use your witness to influence your friends for Christ.

When the early Christians declared their faith in baptism, they would shout out, “Jesus is Lord!” Baptism has always been a sign of
submission to the Lordship of Jesus Christ.

William Barker tells of a machinist at Ford Motor Company in Detroit many years ago who became a Christian and was baptized.
Shortly after he got saved, the Holy Spirit convicted him of his need to make restitution for some car parts and tools he had stolen
from the company before he had become a Christian. The next morning he brought everything back to his employer, explaining how
he had just been baptized and wanted to make things right. His boss was dumbfounded so he sent a cable to Mr. Ford, who was out
of the country, asking him how he should handle the situation. Mr. Ford sent an immediate reply: “Make a dam in the Detroit River,
and baptize the entire city!”

Are you serious about following Christ? Then demonstrate your discipleship and get ready to take the plunge! If you believe and
have been born again it’s time to be baptized. Talk with a pastor, call the church office.



Mark 1:12-20
Gospel-Centered Living

Song: “Holy Spirit”

Holy Spirit, you are welcome here

Come flood this place and fill the atmosphere
Your glory God is what our hearts long for

To be overcome by Your Presence Lord

| sensed the power and presence of the Holy Spirit in our services this past weekend. Four people committed to live on mission by
joining Edgewood (two more are joining this weekend). Three people were baptized and eight others have expressed interest in
getting baptized.

Last Sunday afternoon Jason Crosby (one of our deacons) and | met with the leadership team of Ignite, our Singles Ministry. We
were really impressed with their depth and desire to gather, grow, give and go with the gospel. The Holy Spirit flooded our meeting
as we shared ideas for a mission statement. Here are a few excerpts...

*Enjoying God, growing in Christ, being mission-minded, fellowship, being singles-oriented, and being culturally relevant.

* The vision of Ignite is to reach, equip and empower singles (young and old) to reach their full potential in Christ; to the glory of
God...

* To equip and encourage college students and young professionals to gather, grow, give and go.

* To unleash young adults to live on mission in order to reach more young adults on campuses and in careers.

Last Sunday night | had the joy of speaking at the Celebrate Recovery service at the Salvation Army Adult Rehabilitation Center in
Davenport. Gary Pickering leads this service every week. We gave out copies of Anchor for the Soul to the 45 men who attended.
Two of the guys said, “I've already read this book and it helped me a lot.” | was curious so | asked them where they picked up a
copy. Both of them said it was when they were in jail. This made me smile because Larry McClean, one of our members, leads a
service at the jail twice a week and hands out these gospel books.

After the message an invitation was given and the Holy Spirit led 5 guys to respond! | was able to talk to two of them afterwards and
emphasized the importance of repentance and following Jesus Christ wholeheartedly.

After an incredible day of watching God do his work, | woke up with a headache on Monday, which nearly became a migraine.
Sunday was amazing but | felt awful on Monday.

This past Wednesday, students in the QCA and other cities gathered around their flagpoles to pray for their campuses, their
community and our country [show pics]. My guess is that some students paid a price this week for standing up for the Savior. The
prayers around the pole may have been followed by problems in the lunchroom and locker room.

And this weekend is the Junior High Retreat. Thanks to Pastor Ed’s outstanding job of recruiting, around 30 sponsors and students
are there right now! | spoke Saturday morning on the importance of finding faithful friends and avoiding fatal friends and then
concluded by challenging them to make sure they were following Jesus Christ as their forever friend. | also mentioned that when
they come down from the high of the retreat, it’s likely they will come face-to-face with trials and temptations.

Our ladies also had a retreat this weekend and the principle is the same. Those who went will no doubt go from a time of
refreshment back into the ruts of life. The car show just happened and a number of people came, but someone’s brakes may have
gone out on the way home.

Actually, whenever you experience a spiritual high, you need to get ready for a spiritual low. As we continue in our series from the
Gospel According to Mark our focus today is on “Gospel-Centered Living.” Last weekend we looked at John the Baptist's garb and
his grub. | mentioned the possibility of a new breakfast cereal based on his diet of locusts and wild honey and sure enough, Jim
Sheese wanted me to know that this cereal is now available on grocery store shelves [show pic].

We observed that all three members of the Trinity were present when Jesus was baptized and the Spirit descended like a dove. This
all crescendos when the Father exclaims from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you | am well pleased.”



You would think that after this incredible coronation Jesus would experience an easy inauguration to his ministry. It would have been
cool if the angels had broken out into the Hallelujah chorus (like the Captivating Keyboard guys played for Second Winders). Think
again. Here’s the big idea for today: It's costly to follow Christ, but the price is worth paying. When we sign up to follow the Savior
we will encounter severe suffering. We’'ll see this in three vignettes from the life of Jesus found in Mark 1:12-20.

1. Terrible Temptation
2. Real Repentance
3. Demanding Discipleship

1 - Terrible Temptation

Look what happens right after the baptism of Jesus in verses 12-13: “The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. And
he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to

him.
Let’s draw some principles from this terrible temptation.
1. Temptation often comes right after a significant spiritual experience.N

Notice the word “immediately,” which is one of Mark’s favorite words. There is no lag time between the triumph and the temptation.
Listen. You are never more vulnerable than when you’re coming out of a great victory.

Elijah experienced this. He saw the fire of God consume the sacrifice on the top of Mount Carmel. 450 prophets of Baal are put to
death. He prayed and it rained for the first time in three and a half years. He outran the chariot of King Ahab. Everything’s going
great. Less than 24 hours later, he runs away from Jezebel, he becomes depressed and asks God to let him die. He went from the
mountain of victory to the valley of mourning.

2. The Holy Spirit sends us into trials so we can learn to stand up to temptation.

It's interesting to me that “the Spirit immediately drove him out...” The phrase “drove him out” is quite vivid and forceful. It means that
he was “driven urgently and cast into.” Literally it means, “to throw out of by strong compulsion.” This same word is used of Jesus
“casting out demons” in Mark 1:34, 39 and of Him driving out the moneychangers from the temple in Matthew 21:12.

| experienced the Holy Spirit’s urgent urging on Thursday morning when | was out for a run. As | was jogging by the Islamic Center
in Moline, | saw a Muslim man standing next to the building. Without breaking stride | found myself changing direction and heading
straight towards him. His eyes got big as | got close (it may have been my odor from all the sweat). | put my hand out and introduced
myself and told him that | felt badly about the more than 700 Muslims who were killed while on their Hajj pilgrimage near Mecca this
week. Interestingly, they were involved in a ritual called, “Stoning the Devil.” | also expressed my condolences for the families of 29
Muslims who were murdered in a mosque in Yemen this week.

| could tell he was stunned...and so was | because | hadn’t planned on saying any of that. | told him | was a pastor and he wanted to
know where. When | mentioned Edgewood it seemed like he had heard about us because he smiled. | told him that | was praying for
him and that I've met his Imam. | pray for them early every Sunday morning when I'm running. I’'m hoping for further opportunities to
go with the gospel to them. Muslims are lost and need Jesus 